Palm / Passion Sunday. Faith Episcopal Church, Poulsbo, WA. Mark 11:1-11 (Jesus enters Jerusalem); Isaiah
50:4-9a (The servant of the Lord submits to suffering); Philippians 2:5-11 (Humbled to the point of death on a
cross); Mark 14:1-15:47 (The passion of the Lord)

Before the Gospel:

To see a World in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand
And Eternity in an hour...

(From Auguries of Innocence by William Blake)
Jesus saw his world not in a grain of sand, but in a grain of wheat.

“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies, it bears much
fruit.” John 12

Listen now to the story of Jesus’ last days as recounted by the Gospel writer, Mark.
Later, at the Holy Supper, you will hold infinity in the palm of your hand.
And now live eternity in an hour.

Reading of Mark’s Gospel (Mark 14:1-15:47)

The sign over Jesus’ head on the cross read, “The King of the Jews.” But Jesus’ kingdom was not of this world.
Jesus was not about gaining glory, wealth, fame or personal power. We pray for Jesus’ kingdom when we say,
“Thy Kingdom come.” And we echo his words when we say, “Thy Will be done.” Jesus’ kingdom is one of
love, of service, of kindness, of forgiveness, of concern for the common good.

Our stories intersect with the story we have just heard. The great story is the story of a God who chose to live
among us, to suffer here, to die — and thus to offer us a view into the heart of God who overcomes death with
life.

Today the church remembers Oscar Romero, a bishop of El Salvador, who was killed by gunshot while
celebrating mass on March 24, 1980. He was a friend of the poor and opposed violence by his government. Ten
People who attended his funeral were also shot; others trampled to death. Romero said, “Peace is not the
product of terror or fear. Peace is not the silence of cemeteries. Peace is not the silent result of violent
repression. Peace is the generous, tranquil contribution of all to the good of all.”

As we travel through Holy Week, we hold on to the hope of the God who overcomes death with life. We hold
on to this word of hope because even though we begin this week with a parade, we know what happens
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and we know what we will celebrate next Sunday.

May God sustain you as you walk through this week — alone and with this community and with the community
of your family. You will receive sustenance for your weariness at Christ’s table this morning and Thursday
evening — from the kingdom NOT of this world for your comfort and strength in the kingdom which IS this
world.

Ride on, Ride on in majesty!

In lowly pomp ride on to die.

O Christ, your triumphs now begin
Over captive death and conquered sin. Amen.



