Day of Pentecost, May 19, 2024, Faith Episcopal Church, Poulsbo, WA. Acts 2:1-
21; Psalm 104; Romans 8:22-27, John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15.

Acts 2:1-21

"When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one
place. “And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. *Divided tongues, as of
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. *All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave
them ability.

"Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. °And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ’Amazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? *And how is
it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? *Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, '"Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, ''Cretans and Arabs—in our
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” ?All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” “But others
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

“But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what I say. "Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 0’clock
in the morning. '°No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

'7“In the last days it will be, God declares,

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
'""Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
" And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
*’The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
*IThen everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.””



The Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

[Jesus said,] **“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the

Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my
behalf. *’You also are to testify because you have been with me from the
beginning.

16:4b¢1 did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with
you. “But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where
are you going?’ °But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
hearts. 'Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for
if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him
to you. *And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgment: “about sin, because they do not believe in me; “about
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no
longer; ''about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

12¢T still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. '*“When
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak
on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things
that are to come. '“He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and
declare it to you. *All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will
take what is mine and declare it to you.”

The sermon

Yesterday Ada, Dorothy and I spent the whole day traveling to and from the
cathedral and participating in the election of our new diocesan bishop. The Rev.
Phil La Belle was chosen on the 4™ ballot followed by the singing of “Now thank
we all our God.”

A couple weeks ago we heard the story of how the 11 disciples cast lots to choose a
twelfth. And legend tells us that at least one of the “early church” bishops were
chosen by being carried literally — kicking and screaming — on the backs of
worshipers into the cathedral to be ordained.

Today it is a lengthy and orderly process. Committees searched the U.S. and
Canada for possible candidates. After their initial interviews, a few rose to the top
of the list. All this took many months. We then had the opportunity to listen to the
four candidates left standing and to meet them at several occasions across the
diocese. We watched videos, read their resumes, and talked about their



qualifications with one another. Our elected delegates and I then assembled with
about 150 clergy and 230 laypeople. The registration and sign-in processes were
carefully monitored. We received electronic voting devices with our numbers on
them. Lunch was served at noon, as the event began at 9:30 — our day much
earlier! -- and ended about 2. Quite different from the early church!

I was pleased to be part of the process. But two things made the day especially
worthwhile. One was singing with the assembly accompanied by the organist on
the Flentrop organ! The other was the time spent before each of the 4 ballots.
Before each ballot, a piece of scripture was read followed by silence. Then a
prayer. And then we sang a hymn which invoked the Holy Spirit.

One of the hymn verses we sang had these words:
Sister Wisdom, come assist us; nurture all who seek rebirth.
Spirit guide and close companion, bring to light our sacred worth.
Free us to become your people, holy friends of God on earth.!

It’s entirely scriptural to give the Holy Spirit SHE as a pronoun. Sophia, Wisdom,
was a feminine partner in creation. Those of you who use “she” as the Spirit’s
pronoun in the creed would have loved that hymn.

At any rate I found that the period of silence followed by prayerful deliberation
and invitation to the Holy Spirit was a powerful practice that we might adopt in
many situations.

Too often when important decisions confront us, we become anxious. You might
notice that anxiety in your shoulders, in your stomach, in your back, in a headache.
We do well to take note of such feelings. And to take note of the anxiety. This can
happen at your workplace, in a meeting here in church, around your kitchen table.

Our interim time will take a new shape in the weeks to come. Our profile is
complete. The BC (Bishop’s Committee, our church council) will soon likely vote
to “send it out there.” Then you will choose a search committee to interview
possible priests for a settled position here. Anxiety will say, “Hurry!” or “Take this
one for there might not be another.” Weeks may stretch into months with or
without candidates. OR, someone may come forward immediately.

1 Words by Ruth C. Duck; hymn 60 in Voices Found.



So what to do? Be silent. Pray for the Holy Spirit to inform your thinking, to help
you discern.

Today’s lessons portrayed several roles of the Holy Spirit. One was to create
(Psalm 104:31) — all the seas and lands and creatures. Another is to help us pray,
for Paul wrote, “we do not know how to pray as we ought.” (Romans 8:26). The
spirit interprets our sighs, which are too deep for words. Jesus said the Spirit
would testify on his behalf, to help us understand Jesus’ way and truth—and finally
to guide us into truth. (John 15:26, 16:13).

A mighty big job — a God-sized job — ordained to benefit us from the beginning of
time. Creation, help with prayer, help understanding Jesus, and guiding us into
truth. How can we go wrong when the Holy Spirit is there to help, comfort, inform,
and encourage us?

Could you go wrong if you ignored a warning to evacuate your home before
impending wildfire? Yes. Ignore wildfire at your own risk. Ignore the Spirit at
your own risk.

- + -
Mark Neuenschwander pointed me in the direction of an article this week by Carrie
McKean.? She talks about the two groups of people at the first Pentecost. The
apostles were nobodies, simple folks from small towns suddenly speaking up in the
big city of Jerusalem. The visitors from all over the Roman empire and beyond
were wealthy, powerful people who had the means to travel to Jerusalem for the
Jewish festival of thanksgiving for the Torah. Yet somehow all of them were
caught up in the fiery words and inspiration of the story of Jesus — his life, death,
resurrection, and ongoing presence.

The miracle that day was that some had the power of speaking and others the
miracle of hearing words that their hearts and minds could comprehend. McKean
puts it this way, “Sometimes we need the gift of the tongue: a resolve that
empowers us to stand where we need to stand, resist what we must resist, and say
what needs to be said. But sometimes we need the gift of the ear, as God asks us to
quiet down, listen, and tame our tongues.

“Sometimes we’ll have power. Sometimes we’ll have none. Sometimes we’ll be in
need. Sometimes we’ll have plenty. Sometimes we’ll be privileged and revered.
Sometimes we’ll be reviled and scorned. Sometimes we will need to defend what

2 Carrie McKean, “The Miracle of the Ear,” Christianity Today. May 16, 2024.



we hold dear. Sometimes we will need to lay down our lives. But in all seasons, we
will have the Holy Spirit, always eager to work in and through us to produce the
righteousness that God desires.”

Trust the Spirit.

No one could believe that Jesus was God’s son, that one’s sins could be forgiven,
that the alienation with the world, the self, and the other could be

overcome. EXCEPT —and WHEN the Holy Spirit rushes in and drives us forward
in faith and hope and love.

We get tired....to be sure. We get anxious.... to be sure. We get discouraged....to
be sure. But the Spirit doesn’t sleep. The Spirit grants us rest and then helps us
get up once again.

- + -
Someone has said the “proof” of the resurrection is not the empty tomb, but the
empty upper room. The disciples met in a locked room of fear and unfaith. At
Pentecost they became apostles driven out of the locked room into the streets of
Jerusalem and across the Roman Empire. Others carried the message on to the new
world. To us here today.

That joyful work was not easy. The apostles encountered struggles and challenges
and most died for their witness. But we can thank their Spirit-driven words for the
church and the faith that sustains us today.

We have bouts of real fear, true anxiety, but the Spirit grants us courage to move
forward. We may feel insecure and vulnerable, but the Spirit promises God’s
presence. We might want to bury our heads in the sand of complacency, but the
Spirit drives us out of the doors of this building into the community.

Teach this to your children and remind yourselves that she is with us.

Pray as the 400 folks at the cathedral did yesterday:

The church of Christ in every age, beset by change but spirit-led,
Must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead.

Our heritage is the life given by the Spirit, who is there to calm all anxieties, to
bless our transitions, and to bring us into lasting peace. Amen.



